
Assurance and life of faith 
Synopsis  

The completeness of conviction and confidence expressed in the life of the believer, worked by 

the Holy Spirit. It derives from a reliance upon God and his promises alone, and results in 

boldness and steadfastness in service and in the face of difficulties.  

Assurance and faith  

Deuteronomy 9:3 (NIV) — 3 But be assured today that the LORD your God is the one who goes 

across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy them; he will subdue 

them before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate them quickly, as the 

LORD has promised you.  

Hebrews 10:22 (NIV) — 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full 

assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  

Deuteronomy 1:21 (NIV) — 21 See, the LORD your God has given you the land. Go up and take 

possession of it as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, told you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged.”  

Joshua 1:9 (NIV) — 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  

2 Chronicles 20:17 (NIV) — 17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; 

stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the 

LORD will be with you.’ ”  

John 17:8 (NIV) — 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 

knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) — 1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 

what we do not see.  

Hebrews 12:5 (NIV) — 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that 

addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make light 

of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  

Assurance and hope  

Heb 6:11  

Hebrews 6:11 (NIV) — 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so 

that what you hope for may be fully realized.  
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Proverbs 23:18 (NIV) — 18 There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut 

off.  

Hebrews 6:19 (NIV) — 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It 

enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,  

Assurance expressed by believers  

Assurance in adversity  

Hebrews 13:6 (NIV) — 6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

What can mere mortals do to me?”  

Psalm 118:6–7 (NIV) — 6 The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to 

me? 7 The LORD is with me; he is my helper. I look in triumph on my 

enemies.  

Psalm 3:6 (NIV) — 6 I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.  

Psalm 27:3–5 (NIV) — 3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break 

out against me, even then I will be confident. 4 One thing I ask from the 

LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 

days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his 

temple. 5 For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he 

will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon a rock.  

Psalm 46:1–3 (NIV) — 1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains 

fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the 

mountains quake with their surging.  

Psalm 71:5–6 (NIV) — 5 For you have been my hope, Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my 

youth. 6 From birth I have relied on you; you brought me forth from my 

mother’s womb. I will ever praise you.  

Psalm 73:26 (NIV) — 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever.  

Romans 8:38–39 (NIV) — 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

2 Corinthians 4:16 (NIV) — 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  

Assurance of God’s promises  



Joshua 23:14 (NIV) — 14 “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your 

heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave 

you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.  

1 Kings 8:56 (NIV) — 56 “Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he 

promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through 

his servant Moses.  

Romans 4:20–21 (NIV) — 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of 

God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 

persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  

2 Corinthians 1:20 (NIV) — 20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” 

in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of 

God.  

Assurance in ministry  

Romans 1:16 (NIV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 

that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 

Gentile.  

1 Timothy 3:13 (NIV) — 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great 

assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  

2 Corinthians 3:4 (NIV) — 4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God.  

2 Corinthians 4:1 (NIV) — 1 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do 

not lose heart.  

2 Corinthians 5:14 (NIV) — 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all died.  

1 Thessalonians 1:5 (NIV) — 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also 

with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we 

lived among you for your sake.  

2 Peter 1:12 (NIV) — 12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know 

them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  

Assurance in prayer  

1 John 5:14 (NIV) — 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 

anything according to his will, he hears us.  

1 John 3:21–22 (NIV) — 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence 

before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his 

commands and do what pleases him.  



Assurance of God’s will  

Romans 14:5 (NIV) — 5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another 

considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their 

own mind.  

Romans 14:14 (NIV) — 14 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing 

is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for 

that person it is unclean.  

Romans 14:23 (NIV) — 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their 

eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.  

1 Corinthians 8:9–11 (NIV) — 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not 

become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone with a weak 

conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, 

won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So 

this weak brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your 

knowledge.  

Assurance may be strengthened  

Examples of believers asking for assurance  

Ge 15:8 Abraham; Ex 33:16 Moses; Jdg 6:17 Gideon; Lk 1:18 Zechariah  

Genesis 15:8 (NIV) — 8 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain 

possession of it?”  

Exodus 33:16 (NIV) — 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your 

people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your 

people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”  

Judges 6:17 (NIV) — 17 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign 

that it is really you talking to me.  

Luke 1:18 (NIV) — 18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man 

and my wife is well along in years.”  

Assurance through understanding  

Colossians 2:2 (NIV) — 2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so 

that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that 

they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,  

Assurance through waiting on God  
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Psalm 46:10 (NIV) — 10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  

The revelation of God’s righteousness among his people results in true peace.  

Psalm 27:14 (NIV) — 14 Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  

Psalm 33:20 (NIV) — 20 We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  

Isaiah 30:15 (NIV) — 15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In 

repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your 

strength, but you would have none of it.  

Isaiah 32:17–18 (NIV) — 17 The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be 

quietness and confidence forever. 18 My people will live in peaceful 

dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.  

Assurance strengthened by others  

2 Ch 32:6–8 by example; 2 Ti 3:14 through teaching; Col 4:12 through prayer; 1 Th 3:2–3 

through encouragement amidst trials  

2 Chronicles 32:6–8 (NIV) — 6 He appointed military officers over the people and assembled 

them before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with 

these words: 7 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged 

because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a 

greater power with us than with him. 8 With him is only the arm of flesh, 

but with us is the LORD our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the 

people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said.  

2 Timothy 3:14 (NIV) — 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 

convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it,  

Colossians 4:12 (NIV) — 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends 

greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm 

in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.  

1 Thessalonians 3:2–3 (NIV) — 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s 

service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you 

in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you 

know quite well that we are destined for them.  

False teaching weakens assurance  

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (NIV) — 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching 

allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by 

letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come.  
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2 Timothy 2:18 (NIV) — 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection 

has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some.  

The delusion of false assurance  

The danger of self-assurance  

Luke 18:9–14 (NIV) — 9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 

down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to 

the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 

other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 

12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector 

stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 

breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this 

man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those 

who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 

will be exalted.”  

2 Corinthians 10:12 (NIV) — 12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some 

who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves 

and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.  

Philippians 3:3–4 (NIV) — 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his 

Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh—4 

though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks 

they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  

Such assurance proved false by conduct  

1 John 1:6 (NIV) — 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we 

lie and do not live out the truth.  

1 John 2:9–11 (NIV) — 9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is 

still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in 

the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11 But 

anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in 

the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the 

darkness has blinded them.  

1 John 3:6 (NIV) — 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin 

has either seen him or known him.  



1 John 4:20 (NIV) — 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, 

cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  

2 John 9 (NIV) — 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ 

does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father 

and the Son.  

3 John 11 (NIV) — 11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who 

does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen 

God.  

 


