
Disobedience 

Synopsis  

The refusal to obey someone, especially someone in a position of authority. Scripture insists on 

the need to obey God at all times.  

Disobedience enters people’s hearts for various reasons  

Disobedience comes through greed and lust  

Ge 3:6  

Genesis 3:6 (NIV) — 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 

good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 

was with her, and he ate it.  

See also Ge 3:11–12; Ex 16:19–20; Jos 7:20–21; 2 Sa 11:2–4  

Genesis 3:11–12 (NIV) — 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me 

some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  

Exodus 16:19–20 (NIV) — 19 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep 

any of it until morning.” 20 However, some of them paid no attention to 

Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and 

began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.  

Joshua 7:20–21 (NIV) — 20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against 

the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in the 

plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and 

a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are 

hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”  

2 Samuel 11:2–4 (NIV) — 2 One evening David got up from his bed and 

walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman 

bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find 

out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and 

the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She 

came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her 

monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home.  

Disobedience arises from impatience  
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Ex 32:23  

Exodus 32:23 (NIV) — 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before 

us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know 

what has happened to him.’  

See also Nu 20:10–11; 1 Sa 13:8–14  

Numbers 20:10–11 (NIV) — 10 He and Aaron gathered the assembly 

together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, you rebels, 

must we bring you water out of this rock?” 11 Then Moses raised his arm 

and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the 

community and their livestock drank.  

1 Samuel 13:8–14 (NIV) — 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; 

but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he 

said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul 

offered up the burnt offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, 

Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 11 “What have you done?” 

asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and 

that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were 

assembling at Mikmash, 12 I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down 

against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor.’ So I felt 

compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 13 “You have done a foolish thing,” 

Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; 

if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 

14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man 

after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you 

have not kept the LORD’s command.”  

Disobedience comes through fear  

Je 43:2–7; Jn 7:13; Jn 12:42; Ga 2:12  

Jeremiah 43:2–7 (NIV) — 2 Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of 

Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, “You are lying! The LORD 

our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt to settle there.’ 

3 But Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the 

Babylonians, so they may kill us or carry us into exile to Babylon.” 4 So 

Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and all the people 

disobeyed the LORD’s command to stay in the land of Judah. 5 Instead, 

Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers led away all the remnant of 

Judah who had come back to live in the land of Judah from all the nations 

where they had been scattered. 6 They also led away all those whom 
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Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard had left with Gedaliah son 

of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan—the men, the women, the children and the 

king’s daughters. And they took Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch son of 

Neriah along with them. 7 So they entered Egypt in disobedience to the 

LORD and went as far as Tahpanhes.  

John 7:13 (NIV) — 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for 

fear of the leaders.  

John 12:42 (NIV) — 42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders 

believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly 

acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue;  

Galatians 2:12 (NIV) — 12 For before certain men came from James, he 

used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back 

and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who 

belonged to the circumcision group.  

Disobedience results from pride and arrogance  

Le 10:1  

Leviticus 10:1 (NIV) — 1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, 

put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire 

before the LORD, contrary to his command.  

See also Ex 5:2; 2 Ch 26:16  

Exodus 5:2 (NIV) — 2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey 

him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.”  

2 Chronicles 26:16 (NIV) — 16 But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride 

led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the LORD his God, and entered the 

temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.  

Unbelief is disobedience  

Heb 3:12  

Hebrews 3:12 (NIV) — 12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a 

sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  

See also Je 7:23–28; Ro 11:30–32 Ro 11:20 makes it clear that the disobedience 

spoken of here was unbelief; Heb 3:18–19; Heb 4:2; Heb 4:6  

Jeremiah 7:23–28 (NIV) — 23 but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will 

be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I command you, 
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that it may go well with you. 24 But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, 

they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward 

and not forward. 25 From the time your ancestors left Egypt until now, day after 

day, again and again I sent you my servants the prophets. 26 But they did not 

listen to me or pay attention. They were stiff-necked and did more evil than their 

ancestors.’ 27 “When you tell them all this, they will not listen to you; when you 

call to them, they will not answer. 28 Therefore say to them, ‘This is the nation 

that has not obeyed the LORD its God or responded to correction. Truth has 

perished; it has vanished from their lips.  

Romans 11:30–32 (NIV) — 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to 

God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too 

have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as 

a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to 

disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.  

Hebrews 3:18–19 (NIV) — 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never 

enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not 

able to enter, because of their unbelief.  

Hebrews 4:2 (NIV) — 2 For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, 

just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because 

they did not share the faith of those who obeyed.  

Hebrews 4:6 (NIV) — 6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that 

rest, and since those who formerly had the good news proclaimed to them did 

not go in because of their disobedience,  

Lack of love is disobedience  

Jn 14:24  

John 14:24 (NIV) — 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 

These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  

See also 1 Jn 2:9; 1 Jn 3:15  

1 John 2:9 (NIV) — 9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or 

sister is still in the darkness.  

1 John 3:15 (NIV) — 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and 

you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.  

Disobedience to God leads to punishment  

Punishment is applied to individuals  
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Ge 3:17–19  

Genesis 3:17–19 (NIV) — 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to 

your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You 

must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful 

toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce 

thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the 

sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, 

since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”  

See also Ge 3:23–24; Le 10:1–2; Nu 20:12; 1 Sa 28:18; 2 Sa 12:14; Jon 1:10–12; 

Eph 5:5–6  

Genesis 3:23–24 (NIV) — 23 So the LORD God banished him from the 

Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After 

he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden 

cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to 

the tree of life.  

Leviticus 10:1–2 (NIV) — 1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their 

censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized 

fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the 

presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  

Numbers 20:12 (NIV) — 12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because 

you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the 

Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”  

1 Samuel 28:18 (NIV) — 18 Because you did not obey the LORD or carry out 

his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today.  

2 Samuel 12:14 (NIV) — 14 But because by doing this you have shown utter 

contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die.”  

Jonah 1:10–12 (NIV) — 10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have 

you done?” (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he 

had already told them so.) 11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So 

they asked him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for 

us?” 12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will 

become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon 

you.”  

Ephesians 5:5–6 (NIV) — 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure 

or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
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for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient.  

Punishment for the disobedience of unbelief  

2 Th 1:8–9  

2 Thessalonians 1:8–9 (NIV) — 8 He will punish those who do not know God 

and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with 

everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his might  

See also Heb 2:2–3  

Hebrews 2:2–3 (NIV) — 2 For since the message spoken through angels was 

binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 

3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, 

which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who 

heard him.  

Nations are also punished  

Ge 15:14  

Genesis 15:14 (NIV) — 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as 

slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.  

See also Ac 7:7  

Acts 7:7 (NIV) — 7 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ 

God said, ‘and afterward they will come out of that country and 

worship me in this place.’  

Dt 11:26–28; 1 Sa 12:15  

Deuteronomy 11:26–28 (NIV) — 26 See, I am setting before you today 

a blessing and a curse—27 the blessing if you obey the commands of 

the LORD your God that I am giving you today; 28 the curse if you 

disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way 

that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not 

known.  

1 Samuel 12:15 (NIV) — 15 But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you 

rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was 

against your ancestors.  

See also Ex 32:35; Dt 28:15; Is 13:11  
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Exodus 32:35 (NIV) — 35 And the LORD struck the people with a plague 

because of what they did with the calf Aaron had made.  

Deuteronomy 28:15 (NIV) — 15 However, if you do not obey the LORD 

your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I 

am giving you today, all these curses will come on you and overtake 

you:  

Isaiah 13:11 (NIV) — 11 I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked 

for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will 

humble the pride of the ruthless.  

Disobedience, like all sin, can be forgiven  

Ro 5:19  

Romans 5:19 (NIV) — 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one 

man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the 

one man the many will be made righteous.  

See also Eph 2:1–5  

Ephesians 2:1–5 (NIV) — 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 

and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one 

time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 

with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 

have been saved.  
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